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0 F HIS 


F AITH 


Deliver'd at his 


DRDINATION, 


Jaun. the 1 


N O W 


1 by his Order with a ſhort 
EFACE to fatisfy the World, 
That he hath not in the leaſt given in to 
any New Notions concerning the Ever 
Bleſſed TxiNniTy in Unity, but ſin- 
cerely believes that there is one Onely 
Living and True God, and that this 
Go o is FATHER Son and Holy 
GHOST. 
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Prints for Ricnarp ForD, at the Angel 
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8 — == H AT the Wor Id, 
| = and particularly my 
on Congregation, 
may ſee I have not alter d my 
Sentiments with Reference 
unto the great Doctrine of the 
TRINITT, I have thought it 
proper to Reprint my Confeſ- 
lon of Faith; and do make 
this ſolemn and publick De- 
claration, as in the Preſence 
of the All knowing and Heart. 


fearching Gov, That [ don't 
A E know 


The PREFACE. 
know ] have in any one Point 
departed from that © Faith 
which I profeſs'd before many 
Witneſſes, when I receiv'd 
the Hoaour from CnkIST 0 
he put into the Miniftry. Thi 
T muſt «wn, That inſtead «f 
Subſcriptions to Words of 
other Men as fallible as my- 
elf, I have always choſe to 
expreſs my Faith either in my 
own Words, (which all will 
grant I can with greater Cer- | 
tainty underſtand) or in the 
Words which A, Hory 
Grosr teacheth ; and if any 
deſire my Evplication of fuch | 
a Text, as, I and my Father | 
are One : 1 will freely a2 
clare, I believe it takes in 
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Unity of Nature as well as of 
Conſent. , So that the Author 
of The Noble Stand, might 
have ſpar d that hard I x of 
ation, as if Miuiſters were 
azainft giving their own Ex- 
plication of Scripture to thoſe 
that in a reſpediſul, ſerious 
Manner apply d to them *. 
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; Our Reaſons for not Sub- 
/Y ſcribiug the Paper offer'd to 
u at Salters-Hall, March 3, 
bade been made publick, and 
I perſuade myſelf, that the un- 
pre judic d Part of Mankind 
are convinc'd, our reſuſing to 
' ſubſcribe at that Time, aud 


it 
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in that Manner, was very 
conſiſtent with our Belief of 
the Doctrine contain'd in the 
Article and Catechiſm 
(wherem we are ſo happy as 
10 be acquited by our Subſcri- 
bing Brethren) and alſo very 
agreeable to the Principles of 
the REFORMATION, and to 
our own Principles as Prote- 
ſtant Diſſenters , declaring, 
That the BisLE is our Re- 
ligion, and nothing elſe. 


For my own Part, 1 
thought there was the leſs 
Reaſon for Subſcribing, be. 
cauſe I never had been ſuſpe- 
fed of any thing like Aria- 
niſm ; but on the contrary in 
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my Courſe of Expounding and 
Preaching have taken. all pro- 
per Occaſions to defend the 
Dodrine of the Trinity in 
the beft Manner I could; be- 
fides, to ſubſcribe the fore- 
mention'd Paper, was out of 
Place, Time and Order; for 
ave, met to agree upon Heads 
Advice, and not to adjuſt 
any Doctrinal Controven fies. 
And I muſt own, the Sͤubſeri- 
ption, as then propos d and in- 
fifted upon, in my weak Judg- 
nent, had the Appearance of 
ſetting up humane Compoſitt= 
on for a Standard of Truth ; 
which I could not come into, 
leaft I ſhould ſeem to charge 
the BIBLE with Imperſection 
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aud Objcurity in Pom abſo- 
lute ly neceſſary to Salvation ; 
the I acquit the Subſcri ber: 
om any fuch-Deſign; and I 
am fully ſatisfy d we are all 
of the ſame Sentiments, That 
the BIBRLE is our only Rule, 
and that all Men muſt judge 
for themſelves by this Rule, 
as well as that the Doctrine 
of the Glorious TTINITT is 
moſt certainly contain d in 

the Inſpir'd Writings. ud 
I hope, we ſhall ſtill love os 
Brethren, and endeavour to 
keep the Unity of the Spi- 
rit in the Bond of Peace. 


London, May the 
th. 1719. 


CONFESSION 


0 F 
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= BELIEVE in One Onely, the 


hs” and True Gop, nh» is 
an Abſolute, Independent, Fter- 
nal, Unchange ble, and Syi- 
ritual Be I NG, whoſe Exiſtence is of 
Himſelf; Omnipotent, can do all Things 
that Conſiſt with his Wiſdom and other 
Perſections; None hath an Arm like Gon, 
none can thunder with a Voice lite Him; 
Omniſcient, fully comprehends all Things 
paſsd, preſent, and to come, and know- 
e == eth 
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eth how to turn every Thing to his own 
Glory; Every-where preſent, filleth Al, and 
& in Al; Eternal, the Alpha ad Omega, 
the Firft and the Loft, the Beginning and the 
End; before the Monnteins were brought forth, 
or ever He had formed the Earth and the 
 Werld, from Everlaſting unto Everlaſling 
He is Gop; He dwells in that Light unto 
which no Man tn this State of Imperfettion'can 
approach, and live; Whom no Man hath ſeen, 
or can ſee; but is incomprehenſibly Great 
and Glorious, that we cannot by Search. 
ing find out Go o, we cannot find out the 
Almighty unto Perfection; a Gor of boundl- \ 
leſs Mercy and Compaſſion, of ſpotleſs Puri- i 
ty and Holineſs, without Iniquity, Faſt and 
Righteous, the ſame Teſterday, to Day, ed | * 
5 for Ever; without any Variable ref er Sado 
of Tn ineapable of receiving any ad- 
ditional Happineſs, but is 4 Self-ſafficient 
3 Gop. 


1 Dizi in the Unity of tbe 
| Gophzap; there are Three Perſons that 
are diſtinguiſh'd One from the Other in 


their Ways of ſubliſting, Jes equally enjoy- 


ing 
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2 and poſſeſſing all the Eſſential Attribute 

and Perfections of the Deity, as Immenſat, 
Eternity, Infinity, Immutability, Omniſcienge 
and Omnipreſence,&c. for there are Three that 
bear record in Heaven, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghoj?, and theſe Three are One : 
And Perſons are commanded to be bapti- 
zed in the Name of this Sacred Txinity, 
whereby it appears, that the very ſame 
Worſbip which is due unto the FaTues, 
is to be paid to the Sox and the Spixir, 
which could not be, if They were not 
the Moft High Gop in the ſame Eſſence 


with the FaTrHER; and though this is 


a My ſtery above my Comprehenſion, yet 
I believe it on the Word of that Go Þ 
that cannot * 


1 Finn THER believe, That in the 1 
ning Gop by his Almighty Power, and 
the Word gave Being unto all Things, 
created the Heavens and the Earth, 
Things vijible and inviſible, whether they be 
Thrones or Dominions, or Principalities, or 
Powers; all Things were created by Him, and 


for Him, Angels in the upper World, and 
B 2 Man 
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Ma» in the lower World, But ſome of the 
Angels, tho? glorious in their Primitive 
State, as moſt nearly reſembling the 
Bleſſed Go p, in what He had freely 
beſtowed upon them, kept not their firft 
Eſtate, but left their own Habitation, and 
are riſerved in everlaſiing Chains under 
Darkneſs unto the Jud;ment of the Great 
Day. And as Goo hath made all 
Things ; ſo I believe He rules and po- 
verns all by his Providence; He hath ſet 


bis Throne in the Heavens, and lis Ring · 


dom ruleth over all; yea, He limits 10 
over- rules the ſinſul Actions of his 
Creatures to his own Glory; but is no 
way the Author or Ab. ttor of them, 


1 BeLIEVE, among ar Things, 


God created Man in his own Image, after 
his LikenefS, and gave him Dose over 
the Fowls of the Air, the Fiſhis of the $21, 
and the Braſts of the Field; and conſtitu- 
5 ted him Lord of this vi ble Crea ion, put- 
ting all Things under his Feet ; and when 


Gon had thus created Mia pure and 


holy, and enrich'd his Soul wich many 
excel. 
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FEFALTE - th 
excellent Gifts and Endowments, I be- 
lieve He condeſcended to Covenant 


with him, as the 7 a:wral and federal 


Head, and Repreſez:a:tve of Mankind, and 
was pleas d to try his Obedience by this 
Prohibition, That e j5:u!d not eat of 
the Tree of Kpowledze of Good and Evil, 
threatning Death in Caſe of Diſobe- 
dience: For it cannot be doubted, 
but as Go p had made him, fo he had 
an indiſputable Right to rule and go- 
vern him, and to make what Laws He 
ſhould think fit and proper for him to 
obſerve and obey; and it is not to be 
queſtion'd, but Go» gave him ſuffici- 
ent Power to do his Du, or at leaſt, 
was ready to give him further Aid and 
Aſſiſtance upon his Application to Him 
ſor it. But baſe and angral ful ! * It, Un- 
mindſul of the great Favours he had tac! 
lately receiv? ] from G ». and the Obli- 
gations under which he was put, to obey. 
ſerve, and pleaſe Goo, thro? the Subtil- 
ty of rhe Serpent, the Devil, was perſua- 
ded to venture oa that which Gop had 
ſo peremptorily and poſitively forbidden ; 
e e | by 
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Time and to all Eternity; and in this 
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by which I verily believe, he ruin'd and 
involv'd in great Sin and Miſery, not on- 
ly himſelf, but all that ſhould hereafter 
come from him by ordinary Generation; 

By oe Mes Sin ent red into the World, ad 0 
Death by Sin; and ſo Death hith paſſed upon ill ,, 
all, for that all have fined; and, iy the Offence 1 
of one, Ju ig went came upon all Men to Con- 
demnation; that now, what is born of the 
Fleſh is Fleſh, end zone can bring 4 clean 
Thing out of an unclean Thing: Thereforel MMI, 
maſt believe, That all mere Men, that I k 
fpring from Adam are naturally corrupt, Wl In 
Sinners from the Womb, and Heirs of WW, 
Wrath ; for by this Apoſtacy from G oo, | 
Man loſt his original Righteouſneſs, the 
Image of God was in a great Meaſure de- 
fac'd in his Soul, and he, who a little be- 
fore, was the Object of Go p's Love and 
Delight, afterwards became loathſome cn 
and filthy in his Sight; Man having cor- WT, 
rupted himſelf, Joſt the Favour of Gov, MW, 
and expos'd himſelf unto his Wrath in | 


ſinful and miferable Condition, Goo 


might have left us, as He did the apo- 
ſtats 


. 


fate Angels; but it pleas'd Gop, who 
hath Mercy on whom He will have Mercy, and 
Compaſſion on whom He will have Compaſſion, 
to pity us in our low Eftate, and to give 
forth a Gracious Promiſe, That the Seed of 
the Woman ſbould break the Serpent's Head: 
When we were dropping into Miſery, 
this was the Language of his Grace, De- 
liver them from going down to the Pit, J 
have found 4 Ranſome; I have laid Help 
on One that is Mighty to ſave: When we 
ay weltring and polluted in our Blood, 
and none pity'd, or was able to help, 
then God's own Arm brought Salvation, by 
which Mercy and Truth are met together, 
Righteouſneſs and Peace have kiſſed each 
uber. 


I BeæLiEVx in the Lo ROH IESsus 
CARIõ r the Second in the moſt Sacred 


r. Tiwirv, who being in the Form of Gop, 
Dang he it no robbery, to be equal with Gop, 
in Wt brightneſs of his Glory, the expreſs Image 
”y F his Perſon, G o p by Nature, the Fa- 


tter's proper and Natural Son by an 
ternal but incomprehenſible Generation, 
who 
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who made all things, and without him na 
not any thing made that was made, there. 
fore he himſelf muſt be uncreated, ſince 
it was. impoſſible he ſhould contribute 
unto the making of himſelf. Farther, 


1 BeLiEvE according to the Eterrd 
Compact between the Eternal Father, and 
this his Son, in the fulneſs of Time, 
CurisT, the Great Shilo, the Miſs 
ſpoken of by the Prophets of Old, and 

prefigur'd by many Types and Shadows 
under the Meſaick diſpenſation, to:k upon 

| him the Seed of Abraham, appeared in tl: 
likeneſs of fi inful Fleſh, and was made liie 
znto his Brethren in all things, Sin cih 
excepted, that he might be 4 merciful ard 
faithful High Prieft in Things pertaining 1 


Gov, to make reccnciliation for the Sins gf 


rhe People ; He was Holy, Hermlef, Vai 
filed, and ſeparate from Sinners, jet « Mas * 
of Sorrows, and acquainted with Grief , « * 8 


being found in Faſhion of a Man, fl © 
humbled Himſelf, and became obedient ui! 4 
Death, even the Death of the Croff ; He ſif 


fris 
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fered for Sins, the Juſt for the Unjuſt ; was 
made 4 Curſe for Us, and died in our 
Room and Place, by which He obtain'd 
Eternal Redemption for us; ſo that his 
Death was a propztiatory Sacrifice, by which 
Gop the Father was ſatisfy d; for God hath 
ſet Him forth to be a Propitiation thro Faith 
in his Blood, to declare his Rigli cuſneſs, 


" for the Remiſſion of Sins that are paſs'd thro 
is Forbearance, that Hi might be Juſt, and 
” the Jaſtifier of him that believeth in Jus. 


"MH I B=Litve, os rhe third Day He 
} * 8 | : _ 

. f roſe again from the Dead, 3:cording to the 
the 


Scriptures, and ſhewed Flimſolf alive alter his 
Paſſion by many infallicle Proofs, bring ſeen 
of his Diſciples Forty Dazs, aa jpraiiug of 
the Things appertaining to ih? Ringdom of 
God; and after He had given Command- 
ment to them to preach the Goſpel, 
with a Promiſe to ſend his Spiric unto 
them, He aſcended up «to 1: Hur er's 
Right Hland, where He waketh Interceſſion, 
agpearing iu the Preſence of God for us, 
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I BErifve in the HoLy GrosT the 

Third in the Sacred Tx1niTY, who pro. 
ceeds from the FA THER and the Sox, 
yet God co- equal with them, who ap- 
plies unto us the Benefits that CHRIST 
| hath purchaſed by dying, and works in 


u to will and to do of his own good 


Pleaſure , and makes all the Ordinances 
effectual to the Conviction and Converſi. 
on of Sinners, and to the Edification of 
the Saints in their moſt Holy Faith; he 
ſtrives with us, and makes the Ele& wil- 
ling in the Day of his Power, by enlight- 
ening their Minds, perſuading their Wills, 
ſanctiſying their Hearts, purifying their 
Souls, working Faith in them; and ſo 
tra iſeth them from the Death of Sin, un- 
to the Life of Grace; ſor ſince the Fall, 
it is not in the Power of Man to change 
his own Heart, or to do any thing that 
will be acceptable to Goo, without the 
Help and Aſſiſtance of the Bleſſed Spirit, 
which God promiſeth unto thoſe that 
ſincerely and heartily ſeek to Him for it. 
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1 Wii that Goo hath had a 


Church in all Ages of the World, which 


He hath govern'd, guided and preſerv*d 
by his gracious Providence, in Oppoſiti- 
on to all the Deſigns of Earth and Hell 
againſt it; He hath built his Church on 4 
Rock, and hath promiſed that the Gates of Hell 
ſhall not prevail againſt it; this Church (I 
believe) is not confin'd to any particular 
Set of Men or Chriſtians, but compre- 


hends all that in all Places and Times ot 


the World, Worſhip God in the Spirit, and 


 rejojce in Chriſt Jeſus, and have no Conf.- 
dence in the Fleſh, and are united under 


the Lord Jesus CuRIST, who is the Xe, 
and owely Head of the Church ; but belides 


theſe, who are the Members of the inviſi- 
ble Church, there are many others, that 
make a credible Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 


who are to be accounted Mcmbers of the 
viſible Church of CHRIST, and in that 
reſpe& it may be call'd the Catholict, or 
Univerſal Church, as taking in all that call 
and profeſs themlelves Chriſtians; in this 


He trains up Souls for everlaſting Lite ; 
tor which End and Purpoſe, He hath ap- 


C 2 pointed 
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pointed his Word, and order'd it to be 
committed to Writing, which, I believe, 
is of Divine Authority, and contains all 
Things neceſſary unto Salvation; For the 
Prophecy came not in old Time by the Will of 


Man, but holy Men of God ſpake as they were 


mode by the Holy Ghoſt ; theſe Holy Scrip- 
tures, which were given by Inſpiration of God, 
and are profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, 
for Correction and Inſirattion in Righteouſ- 


neſs, that the Man of God may be perfect, 


throughly furniſhed unto every good Work , 


theſe Scriptures, I believe, are able to make 
us wiſe unto Salvation, thro Faith which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus; this Sacred Book, J profeſs to 
take for my only Rule of Faith, Hope and 


Life, and do reſolve, by the Grace of God, to 


meditate in it all my Days, to take all my 
Meaſures from it, and follow the Directi- 


ons contain'd 1n it, and in the whole 


- Courſe of my Miniſtry, to keep cloſe to 
the Mud and Will of God therein reveal'd 


and declar'd, and do Promiſe, by the Ai. 


ſtance of the Holy Spirit, to ſeal the Truth 


thereof with my Blood, if ever Goo in his 
Providence ſhould call me thereunto, 


I 


rn 


I BELIE VE that the Lord IESuS 
CHRIST 4s the Head and Teacher of his 
Church, hath appointed a Goſpel! Miniſtry, 
2 Set of Men whoſe Buſineſs it is, zo 
Preach the Goſpel, and make Offers and 
Tenders of Grace to loſt Sinners, to Woo 
and Beſeech them in CxzisT's Stead to 
be reconcil'd unto God, to adminiſter the 
Sacraments, Baptiſm and the Lord's-Supper, 
which are the two Seals of the Covenant 
of Grace, and to exerciſe Diſcipline, ac- 
cording unto the Goſpel Rule, that Men, 
after due Examination into the Qualifica- 
tions, neceſſary for ſo great a Work, are, 
according to Curis'r's Appointment, to 
be devoted to the Service of the Sanctuary, 
by ſolemn Faſting, Prayer, and Layins on of 
the Hands of the Pre:bytery, and fo are to be 
recommended unto Goo, and the Word 
of his Grace, with whom: Chriſt hath promi.'d. 


10 be unto the Eud of the N orld. 


I FurTarr believe, in order to obtain 


everlaſting Happineſs, we muſt be born 


again, and be made Partakers of a Divine 
Nature, and repent of all our Sins, and by 


a true 


Jae: 
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a true and lively Faith, that worketh by 
Love, rely on the Lord Jesus Curisy 
for Juſtification in the Sight of God, and 
that all the Saints here on Earth, are to 
keep up External Communion with one an- 
other in all the Ordinances of the Goſpel, and 
as lively Stones are to be built ap 4 ſpiritual 
Houſe, an hol 7 Prieſthocd, to offer up ſpiri. 
tual Sacrifices acceptable unto God by Jeſus 
- an 


I Berrevs, there will be a Reſurrection 
of the Juſt and of the Unjuſt, that the Bodies 
of all that fleep in the Duſt ſhall ariſe, that 
what was ſown in Weakneſs, will be rais'd is 
Power ; what was ſown in Diſhonoar, will be 
rais'd in Glory; what was ſown a natural Bod), 
will be rais d a ſpiritual Body; for the Trum- 
pet will ſound, and the Deaa will be rais'd in- 
corruptible, and we ſhall be changed; the Lira 
Himſelf will deſcend with a Shout, with the 
Voice of the Archangel and the Trump of Goa, 
and the Dead in Chrift ſhall riſe firſt ; then 
thoſe that are alive, and remain unto the com- 
ang of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, (hall be chang d 


ans 
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and caught up together with them in the Clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the the Air; for I be- 
lieve, that our Blefed Saviour will come 
with Power and great Glory (attended with a 
vaſt Number of thoſe Morning Stars, that in 
the Beginning ſang together, and thoſe Sons 
| of God that ſhouted fe or ” to Judge both 

Quick and Dead. And 


Finally, I BELIEVE all will appear be- 
fore the Judgment Seat of CHRIST, that Eve- 
7y one may receive according to what they have 
done in the Body, whether it be Good or Evil ; 
the Dead ſmall and great ſhall ſtand be- 
fore Him, and the Books will be opened, and 
all will be Judged out of thoſe Books according 
unto their Works, and after a ſtrict Enquiry 
made into what hath been done in this 
World, Cu RIS T will proceed to pro- 
nounce a ſolemn and impartial Sentence, 
which will never be reverſed; He will 
then ſay unto the Micted, thoſe that 
would not hear his Voice, nor hearken to 
luis Calls, Depart from me, ye Curſed, into 
* everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil ana 
lis Angels; it will then be in vain for 
them 
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them to call an the  Mountahy to fall on them, 
and to the Hills. to hide mem from the Face 
of him that ſitteth upon the Throwe, aud from 
the Wrath of the Lamb; it will then be to 
no Purpoſe, to ſeek unto him for Mercy, 

* He will appear unto them as the 
Lion of the Tribe of Juiah, to avenge | his 
| Father s Quarrel ; then mill be the gras 
22 of bi Wrath, And who will be able to 
But Believers (among hom I 
= be found) will have Confidence, and 
not be aſhamed at hisComing;; they will thes 
ſhine forth as the Stars in the Firmament, end 
lift up their Heads _with Joy, becauſe their 
compleat Redemption draweth nigh ; for unto 
them He will pronounce a moſt grateful 
and welcome Sentence, Come, ye Bleſſed of 
my Father, inherit the Ring dom prepared for 
you from the Found ation of the World : And 
theſe two Sentences will be accordingly 
executed, the former ſball go away into 
everlaſting Puniſhment, but the Righteous 
| —— T7. Ca z 
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